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JImane Temkohe y 06peauma nmpesasa xao haBossa
obomana. Tepryaujan u MuTpansam

Auctapaxi: Mely panoxpuimhaHckuM ayToprMa Koju IpeHOCe MoJaTKe 0
mucreprjama Murpe, Jyctun Mydyenuk u Teprynujan mocmaTpajy 0Baj Ky/IT KpO3
KOHLenT haBosber ononamama (imitatio diabolica). To je Teopuja o mocraHky
HaraHCTBa Koja ra odjaurmasa kao Tpyz hasosa ga, nogpaxkasajyhu pasaumauriam
acrekTMMa XpHIThaHCTBa, CTBOPH HErOBY NPUBJIAYHHU]y UMUTALIM]y U IIPUBYYe
cedU CBe KOjU He MOTY /ia ITPEII03Hajy 0BO JIyKaBCTBO. JyCTHH 3aCHUBA CBOje
suljere haBosbe MMUTALMjE HA U/EjH O CTBAPab JIAXKHUX OOUCTHIbEHA
mpopoyancrasa o Xpucry, 4ok ce Teprynujan ycpeacpelyyje Ha ononaurarme
xpumhanckux odpeza. Teprynujan nmocsehyje jenan ogesax criuca De corona
militis orMcy MHUIMjalMje MUTpaKCTe Y YMH BojHUKa (miles). OBaj omuc ce
HepeTKO MOpeAH ca IPHKa3uMa MUTpAaCTHIKe HHULMjaurje u3 Kamye u MajHua,
KOjHU HAaroBelITaBajy 3Ha4yaj xujepapxuje u ocehaj yrpoxxeHOCTH MHULIHjaHAA ¥
OBHM 00pezuMa. 3a Pas/IMKy 0/ OCTAINX XPHITNaHCKUX ayTopa, KOjU paso
HarvIalllaBajy MOCTOjame TeUIKUX UCKylIewa y MUuTpausmy, Teptynujan
IpeJCTaB/ba BOjHUKOB IOJBUT U KO IOKY/Y HEZI0OBOJPHO NMOCTOjaHuX Xpuinthana u
Kao yIo3opeme Ha IIPUBU/HY BPJIMHY )aBo/bUX ITOKIOHUKA.

Kmwyune pewu: MuTpausam, MHULMjanyja, imitatio diabolica, xpumrhancka
HMHTepIpeTanyja, 00pes mpeasa.

HeocropaH je 3Hauaj gesia paHoxpuirhaHCKUX IUcana 3a U3y4aBarbe MUCTEPH-
ja Murpe. Hacrojehu ga osornace u omanoBase MuTpansaM,’ paHOXpUIThaHCKH
ayTOpM HepeTKO IIpeHoce BepoJ0CTOjHe NojaTKe, MaKo HeKajla HeTadyHo IpeJCcTa-
BJbajy 00peze o Kojuma roBope. OBakBa KasuBamba Tpeda JOBOAUTH Y IUTAE Haj-
IIpe y IOIIeAy TyMadera 0dpesa u xpuurhaHcke HHTepIIpeTalyje MUTPau3Ma, JOK
ce nHdopMaLyje peHeTe Y OKBUPY MHBEKTHBE Y BeJIMKOj MEPU MOTY CMaTpaTH
BEPHMM WJIH BEPOBATHUM. 300T TOra je Ba)KHO HajlIpe CXBATUTH CTAHOBHUILTE Ca
KOjer ce MPeHOCH IOZaTaK, KAaKo O Ce HAMepa ayTopa MOIVIa OLBOjUTH Of peau-
ja CKpUBEHMX 3a OU€KHUBaHO HediaroHakjaoHUM onvcoM. Hexpumrhancku ayropy,
KOjY DM MOIVIM IIMICATH O MUTPAU3My Ca Maibe KPUTHKE, IPEHOCE Matbe SHAYajHIX

: Ogaj paj je HacTao y OKBUPY HayYHOMCTPa)XUBAYKOT NpojekTa Yosek u gpywitieo y epeme Kpuse,
koju punancupa Punosodceku daxynrer Yausepsurera y beorpazgy.

' Ynorpe6a TepMUHA MUpAU3AM Y MUWPAUCITEUYKU Y OBOM pPajy OZHOCE Ce HCK/bYIMBO Ha
MUCTEPHjCKHU KyaT 6ora MUTpe, Ha3UBaH jOLI U PUMCKUM MUTPAaU3MOM.
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odaBelITEHa 0 0BOM MUCTEPUjCKOM KyiTy. F3y3erak je Ilopdupuje Tupcku,” uuja
Jies1a ce JOTUIy MUTPauCTUYKE €eTUKe, XUjepapXuje, MUCTEPHUjCKUX Y4eHba, UKOHO-
rpacduje, cTpyKkType MUTpeja 1 Apyrux Tema.3

MHOrH peTKo NOCBe04eHH aCTIIEKTH MUTPAaUCTUUKOT }KUBOTA TeMa Cy JieJia pa-
HoxpuIhaHCKUX ayTopa. MoxeMo cioMeHyTH JyctuHa Mydenuka, Pupmuka Ma-
tepHa 1 JeponnmMa us Kapzuje. Jycrunos Jujanot ca Tpugorom Jespejurom mpes-
CTaB/ba jeZlaH Of, MaJIOOPOjHHUX U3BOPA 34 MUTPAUCTHUKY €THUKY. ¥ CJI0KEHOj KOH-
CTPYKLUjU IIOAYIPTOj TeOpUjoM fhaBosber omoHamrama,* [yCTHH HaBOAU peyud mpo-
poxa Hcauje (Isa. 33.13sqq ap. Justin, Dial. 70.3), mopeaehu ux ca MUTpaUCTUYKUM
oduvajuMa U BepoBamHMa. [yCTHHOBH HAaBOAU MOTY Ce IIOCMAaTpaTé Kao Harose-
mTaj MUTpaucTUIKuX BpegHoctu (TOLIC 2020, 163). ¥V O 3adaygu HesHabosxcauxux
6eposarLa, TOTOBO KaTaJIory yIeyaT/bUBUX I0jeJMHOCTH O NMaraHCKMM KyJITOBUMA,
®upmuk MartepHo UUTHpPa TPU MUTPaUCTUUKe (DOpPMYyJIe, YUjy ayTEHTUYHOCT MO-
TBpl)yjy Hanasu y murpejuma.’ Hamocetky, Jeporum CTpuZOHCKH jefuHU je ay-
TOP KOZ, KOTa HaJla3UMO HU3 CBUX MHUCTEPHjCKUX YMHOBA, pacropel)eHHX y CKIazy
Cca MUTPAHCTHYKOM XHUjepapxujoM.’ JepoHMMOB M3BemTaj oAroBapa Hala3uMa 13
MuTpeja Ha Ty Hranmje.

Y oBoM pagy pasmarpamo paHoxpuihaHCKe U3BELITaje 0 MUTPAUCTHIKOj HHU-
Lujanuju, u3gBajajyhu one koju Te 0dpefe npukasyjy y cBew1y Teopuje o haBosem
omnoHamamwy xpuuthancrsa (imitatio diabolica) xao pasiory HacTaHKa IaraHCKUX
BepoBamwa U oduyaja. [Ipumepu TakBor onuca cy TepTynujaHoBa MOMUbaka MU-
TpausMa M MHHULYjalyje y YuH BojHuKa. Fbuma hemo mocsetuTu cpesuumu feo
oBor paga. [Tokazahemo za ce MCKyIIeme 1 IMYHK MOABUT 110jeAUHIIA Y MUTPaH-
CTHYKOj MHUIMjanuju Kog TepTyarjana cmarpa 3eHUTOM fjaBo/ber IPUTBOPCTBA U
HApPOYUTO OIAKOM BapKoM 3a xpuinhaHe. [lub oBOr MCTpaxkuBamba HUje Aa WIy-

* Taxohe Ey6ya u [ananrt, [lopdupujeBr usBopu 3a MUTpansaM.

% Tlopdupuje Takohe npeAcTaBba jesaH 04 U3BOPA CasHAba 0 MUTpau3My 3a xpuirhascke ayrope. Y
neny Ilpowius Josunujana, Jeporrm CTpUAOHCKH TpeysuMa 6pojHe npuMepe us [lopdupujesor gesa
Oysgpocarsy og ucxpare mecom, Melyy kojuma ce Haaze u Ilopdupujese mpumezbGe o Ilepcujaniuma
u mutpausmy. [Ipumep oBux noxtanarwa mory 6utu Porph. Abst. 4.21 ap. Hier. Adv. Jov. 2.7, Abst. 4. 2
ap. Hier. Adv. Jov. 213 u gpyro.

* Buuie 0 0BOj TEOPHjH Y HAPEAHOM OZieJbKY OBOT Paja.

5 Tlpsa opmysa rmacu »Moota Booxdoning owvdekle matpds dyavod« (Firm. Mat. Err. prof rel. 5.)
Y CMaTpa ce ayTeHTHYHOM 3axBasbyjyhu Hanasuma y mutpejuma [lypa Eyponoc (Dura Europos) u
Canra Ilpucka (Santa Prisca), Tae je mocBegoueH 1o Taga HerosHat TepmuH cwvdéElos (CIMRM 54
U 423). [lpyra dopmyna je HECYMIHMBO MUTPAMCTHYKa, C 003MPOM Ha TO J]a Ce OZHOCH Ha MOTHB
MurpuHe nerporeHese — »0eog €x métpag« (Err. prof. rel. 20). Y Be3u ca MUTPaUCTHYKHM CTYIHbeM
HeBecHUKA, MarepH HaBozu H03zpaB » I8¢ vOuge, xaipe viuge, xalpe véov e« (Err. prof. rel. 19),
KOjH Ce TIOBe3yje ca HeBECHUKOBUM aTpUOyTHMa ca MO3aHMKa y OCTHjcKoM MuTpejy Penunucumyc
(Felicissimus).

® Hier. Epist. 107.2. omnia portentuosa simulacra, quibus corax, nymphus, miles, leo, Perses,
heliodromus, pater initiantur.
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cTpyje Temkohe mojesuHIA Y MUTPAUCTHYKUM 00peUMa IIpesiasa, LITo je f00po
ncrpaxkeHa rema (BECK 2000, GORDON 2001, BELAYCHE 2021 u fp.), Beh a moxaxe
KaKO Ce Te TellIKole Tymade U TpaHCc(OpMHULLY y OKBUPY Teopuje 0 fjaBo/beM omoHa-
mamy. 300r Tora hemo ux yKpaTko ynopeAuTH U ca ApyrMM HAYMHUMA ONCHBaba
HCTHUX I0jaBa y fieuMa paHoxpuurhaHCKUx ayTopa.

OBuM HcnUTHBaKkeM NOTBpArheMo 3Ha4aj ABOCTPAHOT IPUCTYIIA TEKCTY Y IIPHU-
JIMKaMa Ka/ia e Pa/ii ca IPUCTPACHUM H U/le0JI0IIKY MOTHBUCAaHUM H3BopuMa. To
oA pasyMeBa Jja IOCBETUTH Ce UCIIUTHBAY ayTOpa U [ies1a y KOMe ce Hala3U HaBog,
jenHaKo je BaiKHO Kao 1 nopeljere HaBoza ca APYTrMM MaTePHjaTHUM WU TUCAHUM
usBopuma. [Tonasehu og ayropa u gesa xoje nutupamo, yrephyjemo Hajpe KoH-
TEKCT M3/BOjEHOT HABO/A, a 3aTHM, U jOII BO)XXHHUje, HaMepe ayTopa IPHIMKOM Ha-
Boljema ogabdpaHor npumepa. OBakaB PUCTYII Ce, MOXKE OUTH, YMHU OUUIVIELHHIM,
a/lM ce y U3yJaBary MUTpan3Ma HeKa/la 3aHeMapyje paji Ha yIIo3HaBakby ca YuTa-
BUM /eJIOM U HaMepaMma ayTopa Kao IPBH KOpaK y TyMadewy HaBoja. Cmarpamo
Jla ce OBaKO JIONPHHOCH jaCHHjeM cariefiaBary ofpeljeHnx acriekara MUTpausMa.
Jpyra crpaHa oBor IpHcTyma je odekruBaHO nopeljeme nogaTaka us ogadbpaHor
HABOJA ca IPyTYM U3BOPHMA.

Murpausam u imitatio diabolica

Meljy panoxpunrhaHckum ayTopuMa KOjU 4yBajy [OAATKE 0 MUTPAU3MY, TEOPH-
jahaBosper nogpaxaBamwa UCTaKHYyTa je y AeauMa Jyctruna Mydenuka u Teprysuja-
Ha. MaTpuiia npema K0joj mocMaTpajy eJleMeHTe TaraHCKUX BEpOBama 3ajeJHUIKa
je oBuM ayTopuMa — TyMade MX Kao IIofoBe jaBoswer Tpyza fja CTBOPU MCKBape-
Hy Bep3Wjy pasJMYUTHX acrexara xpuurhaHcTBa Kako OM TUMe 30yHHO U 3aBeO
CBe KOjU He MOTY YBH/IeTH CYIITUHCKY JIAXKHOCT U OTIAKOCT ITaraHCKUX Ky/IToBa. Pa-
3nvke usMely Jycrunosor u TeprynujaHoBOr pasymeBarma haBo/ber onoHaImama,
melytum, HuCy HesHauajHe. JycTHH odjallmbaBa MOCTAaHAK IaraHcTBa mouasehu og,
v7ieje Aa Cy maraHCKU MUTOBH U KyJITOBH HAaCTa/IH Ka0 JIaXKHA OOMCTHIbEHa IIPOPO-
yaHcTraBa o Xpucty (REED 2004, 141; BORGEAUD 2010, 85). ¥ moKyIIajy Aa CTBOpH
IITO yBep/bMBU]ja JTIAXKHA OCTBAaPEHha THX TPOPOYAHCTaBa, haBo je caunHmo dpojHe
MHTOBE U PUTYyaJe, Of Kojux cy Heku Mel)ycobHo nporuBpeurn (BORGEAUD 2010,
85-89). HencTuHuTe Bepauje UCIymbeba IPOPOYaHCTaBa 01, Kako Bepyje JycTHH,
Tpebaso Jia U3MIeajy MofjeJHAKO BepOBATHO KA0 U UCTUHCKA ODUCTHIbEHA, U 1a
Ha Taj HauuH 30yHe 1 NIoKos1edajy BepHuke (Justin, Apol. 1.54.1-4). [lopes mpumepa
13 MUTPau3Ma, JyCTHH JOKa3yje CBOjy TeOpHjy roBopehu 1 o Apyrum rnojaBama us
IPYKO-PHMCKOT CBETa, CMaTpajyhu a oBe IpeAcTaBbajy JaxHe Bep3uje gorahaja
13 XpUCTOBOT }XHUBOTa, IOMYT poljera 1 BasHecema.”

7V tom cmucany, Jycrus ckpehe naxisy Ha MuTose 0 Besepodonty, lnonucy, Xepaxiy, llepcejy u
apyruma (Justin. Apol. 1.21.1-4; 54.6-10; Dial. 69.2-3).

177



Lucida intervalla 51 (2022)

Kaza muure o haBospem ononamramy, TepTynujaH ce y Benukoj Mepu (okycupa
HAa MATaHCKO IOApaXKaBarbe PasAMIUTHM ACIHEeKTHMA XpUIhaHCKe PUTYaATHOCTH.
Ha Taj HaunH HaBOAM mMpuMepe DPOjHUX Marbe MUIM BHUIIE IO3HATHUX 00peza U3
PasIMYUTHX MOIUTEUCTHYKUX TPAAHLUja, HaIalaBajyhy BUX0OBY CIMYHOCT ca
esemeHTHMa xpuithancTsa. TakBe CIMYHOCTY Ce 3aTUM TyMade Ca ABa I10JIa3HIITa.
Hajnpe, npescrasipajy ce Kao I10£0BHU hjaBosbe TeKIbE A TAKBOM KPUBOTBOPHUHOM
omere u odmane xpuurhane. OBakBu 00peay, Kako Bepyje TepTyaujaH, cacBUM cy
[Ipa3HU U GECMUCIIEHH, jep Y ’hUMa HeMa HIYera CBETOT U IPeACTaB/bajy CaMo OII0-
Hamatbe popme. TepTyaujaH, ocuM TOra, KOPUCTH IpUMepe haBosber omoHaIama
M Kaxo du fokasao ceeroct ozpeleHnx acrnekara XpumhaHCKOT JKHBOTA — TaKO
y pacnipaBu O Kpwiliersy IpeACTaB/ba Pa3aIMduTe 00pesie ouninhema BOAOM Kao
nmuTanyjy kpurewa (De bapt. 5.1), cmatpajyhu fa je ympaBo cBeTOCT KpIITeba
HaBeJIa fjJaBo/be ITOKJIOHMKE Jla ONOHALIAjy Taj 0dpes, yBogehu y cBoj perneproap

¥ puTyase ¢ Bogom.?

IlogBur Ka0 NPUTBOPCTBO

Osze hemo ce mocBeruty Hajnpe TepTyn1HjaHOBOM ITOMUIbaY MUTPAU3Ma Y
kpahem Tpaxrary O 80/HUK080M 8eHYY, TAE Ce TIOAPOTHO OIKCYje HHULIMjaLHja MHU-
TPAaUCTUYKOT aZienTa y Tpehu cTynam MUTPauCTUYKe XUjepapxuje, CTylarmb BOjHU-
Ka. OBaj omuc je locus classicus kaza ce roBopu 0 0opesuMa Ipesasa y MUTPau3Mmy,
HapOYMTO Y OKBUPY Hopeljerma ca MUTpauCTHYKOM UKOHOrpagujomM. Mame je 3a-
CTYyIUbEHO TyMadere TepTyarjaHoBuX IofaTaka O MATPau3My Y CBET/Ty H-UXOBOT
mecra y De corona militis v 3Ha4aja 3a TeMy TpaKTaTa — MUTPOJIOLIKA JUTEPATYPa
Hajmpe ce ¢OKycHpa Ha 3Ha4aj OIMca 3a IMOo3HaBambe KyaTa MuTpe, ok 3a mpoy-
JyaBaolle PaHOr XpUIThaHCTBa peaidje KylIToBa Koje TepTynujaH moMume peTko
NpeJcTaB/bajy IPUMapHU UHTEpec.

Ocum nozataka o odpexy ununmjanuje, y De corona militis Mory ce onasuTtu
HaroBelTaju O JOXKMB/bajUMa MHUIMjaHJa U O HerOBOM KaCHHjeM CTaTyCy, YKO-
JIMKO Ce NpHZpKaBa 3aBeTa MUTPAHCTUYKOr BojHUKA. Kako 61cMo y MOTIyHOCTH
pasymesnu TepryujaHoBe passiore 3a OIHCUBar€ OBOT 00peia U MeCTO TOT OIUCA
y okBupy tpakrara De corona militis, MopaMo ce OCBPHYTH Ha CafipiKaj OBOT Kpart-
xor gena u TeprynujanoBy aprymenTtanyjy. De corona militis mpescraBba KOMeH-
Tap KOHTPOBep3e HacTaje HAKOH Aoral)aja U3 211. TOYIHE, y Be3U Ca YPyYUBambeM
HoBuaHe Harpazie (donativum) BojHunuMa y A¢puuu (FREUDENBERGER 1970, 80).9

® Kao mrro cmo panuje momenyau, Tepryujan usjezHauaBa pasmdauTe BpcTe o6pesa, ucxoaehu us
MOBPUIMHCKE CIMYHOCTH — IIPUMEPH M3 ITaraHM3Ma O KOjuMa IHIIE TPEeJCTaB/bajy PasJInIuTe BPCTe
puTyanHux ourinhema, IOk ce y CIydajy KpIITermha pagyu 0 MHUIMjanmju. Ekcrutniurauje ontyxGe
3a OTIOHAIIaK-e KpITera u3Hocu y De praescr. haeret. 15.1-5.

9 TepTy/njaH He Kaxke HHIITA O MECTY IZe Ce OBaj Aorahaj 0AMIrpao HUTH O jeAUHULH PUMCKeE
BOjCKe Koja je y meMy yuecTBoBaia. Moxe 6utu za ce donativum opurpao y Kaprarunu, a ga cy
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IIpunuKoM Te CBEYaHOCTH, jefjaH BOJHUK OZOHO je ia Ce YKpacH JaTHM BEHLEM,
npusHajyhu ga ra y rome crpevasa xpumrhancka Bepa. HakoH tora je, kako muire
Teprynujan, y Tamuuny yekao donativum ox Xpucra (De cor. mil. 1). Pactipasa o
oBoM joraljajy ogHOCHIA ce HAa OIPaBAAaHOCT BOjHUKOBOT MOCTYIIKA — jefjaH Zie0
xpumrhaHcKe 3ajeHULIE CMATPAO je Ja ce PaZUIo O TAKO3BAHOM IIPU3HBAIY Myde-
HUIITBA U Ja je ofeBambe IPa3HUYHOT pyxa ()OpMaTHOCT KOja He IIKOAHU BOjHUKO-
BOj BepH. Y HapeAHUM nacycuma, TepTyaujaH SpojHUM apryMeHTHMa OIpaBjaBa
BOjHHKOB ITOCTYIAK, u3Mel)y ocraior HaBogehu U fa cy OrUbKe 07 KOjUX Ce IIeTy
TaKBU BeHLIU NocBeheHe ofpeljeHNM maraHCKUM O0KaHCTBUMA, IITO je JOBOJbAH
passor za ce xpuurhaHu mbuMa HUKaza He oBeHuaBajy (De cor. mil. 12). Ha kpajy,
Teptynujan kparko momume XpUCTOB BeHall, HasuBajyhu ra cumbosiom Xpucrose
APTBe U rpexa yoBeuuje IUIOTH.

Ty ce Hanasy onyc MUTPauCTUUKE MHULMjalMje y CTyIal BOjJHMKA, Ka0 BPXY-
Har, TepTynujaHOBHUX HacTojaa ia MOKYAH OHE KOjU HUCY 0Z00paBasIi MOCTyaK
xpumrhauckor BojHuka. O novyerka nacaxa De cor. mil. 15.3 jacHo je ga ayTop HaBo-
J¥ IPUMep jeHe MUTPAUCTUYKe MHULIMjaIFje KaKo OU II0Ka3a0 HEUCTOMUII/bEHU-
uyuMa fa MUTpHH BOJHHK, MAKO ITaraHWH U IPUIIaAHUK MUCTEPHU)jCKOT Ky/ITa, UCII0-
JbaBa HEOOWYHY BPJIMHY U rTocTojanoct. Ca ucrom HamepoMm Teptynujan xpumhane
HasuBa cabopuyma XpucTa U HaCTOjU Ja UX MOCPaMH IIpef CACBUM APyradyujuM,
Mutpunum Bojuukom (RORDORF 1969, 106):

Erubescite, commilitones eius, iam non ab ipso iudicandi, sed ab aliquo Mi-
thrae milite. Qui cum initiatur in spelaeo, in castris vere tenebrarum, coro-
nam interposito gladio sibi oblatam quasi mimum martyrii, dehinc capiti
suo accommodatam, monetur obvia manu a capite pellere et in humerum,
si forte, transferre, dicens Mithran esse coronam suam. Atque exinde num-
quam coronatur, idque in signum habet ad probationem sui, sicubi temp-
tatus fuerit de sacramento, statimque creditur Mithrae miles, si deiecerit
coronam, si eam in deo suo esse dixerit. Agnoscamus ingenia diaboli, idcirco
quaedam de divinis affectantis ut nos de suorum fide confundat et iudicet.
(De cor. mil. 15.3—4.)

Cpamure ce, cabopi XpUCTOBH, U TO He IPeJ CAaMHUM CYAOM, Beh mpes, He-
KakBuM BojHuKoM Mutpe! Kazia ra maunmpajy y nehunu (soucra y soropy
Mpaka) ¥ Kao (apcy MyYeHMIITBA HA Mady My IIPHHOCE BEHAL|, Te My ra
OH/Ia HaMeIITajy Ha IVIaBy, OIOMUIbY T'a /ja Ce YCIPOTUBYU PYKOM U IIpeHece
BeHall, Ha IpUMep, Ha pame, roBopehu Aa je mweros BeHar, Murpa. Og tor
TpeHa HUKa/a ce BUIIe He OBEHYaBa, ¥ TO My je 3HaK IOCTOjaHOCTH, KO ce
Kaz Oyze Kyliaja merosa BepHocT 3aBety. OgMax ce IoBepyje Aa je BOjHUK
Murtpe, ako 0AdaLM BeHALL M KaXe /ia je BeHall y ieroBoMe dory. ITosHajmo
haBosbe Hayme — 1a du Hac TOMeO 1 OCYAMO HpeAaHouihy CBOjUX OJAHHUKA,
OH OIIOHAIIIA HEKE CBETHUIbE.

BOjHULM npunaganu teruju us Jlam6ece (8. PECS, s. v. Lambaesis) v ga cy OuIH y mUTarby BOjHUALIA
crayonupany y Kapraruau (SIDER 2001, 117).
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Omnuc afenToBor MCKyllemha NPUIMKOM MHHUIMjalMje, YIPKOC HarjallaBakmy
HEroBOT IOABUIa, IPEHOCH Ce Kao IUIOZ )aBosber ONOHAaIIamka. Y 0BOM OJIOMKY
TeprynujaH ckpehe maxy ynTanana Ha Ba aclieKTa I0jpaaBarmba XpHUIINaHCTBY.
Hajmpe, ayTop jacHo nokasyje sia ymorpedy BeHIja 1 Maua Tpeda BUILTH Kao haBomy
(apcy myuenuinTsa (mimus martyrii),' jep ce y odpezy crajajy mo4acr 1 OnacHocCT.
Teprynujan 3aTuM 4nuTaB 00pes MpeAcTaBka Kao 00MaHy, cMaTpajyhu za yrpaso
BpJIMHA KOjy HCII0/baBajy jaBo/bH IIOKIOHULIM, Y OBOM CIy4ajy BOjHUK MHUTpeE, Tpe-
Oa 1a 0daBHje JaxKHe 00pe/ie IPUBUAOM UCTUHUTOCTH. Baba mpumMeTnTy fa Tepry-
JIMjaH He 0djalrbaBa I0CTyIIKe MUTPUHOT BOjHUKA U He MULIE O pasjIo3uMa 30or
KOjUX Ce OH KacHHje He CMe OBeHYaBaTH. 300T TOra OCTaje HejaCHO Y KOM CMHUCITY
BOjHHK dupa Mutpy, Tj. IITa y 0BOM 00pezy NpeAcTaB/ba BeHall, Moxe OUTH, OBUM
odpegom dyayhy BojHHK MOKa3yje fa CBETCKe OYACTH CMATpa HULITABHUM Y I10-
pehemy ca Harpagama MuTtpunux BepHuka. Teprynujan, meljyyTum, He odjanmasa
CYIITHHY 00pe/a, 3aTo ITO HeToB LWk HUje /ja yII03Ha XpHIIhaHe ca MUCTepHjaMa
U y4yemweM narasa. [I[pumep MuUTpHHOT BOjHUKA CIIy:KH Kao IpeKop XpUIrhaHuma
— 3a 70 je Tepry1njaHy #0BO/bAH CAMO OIUC MOCTYIIKA, Oyayhu fa y mormyHocTH
0ZirOBapa TeMH H-eroBOT TPaKTara H forah)ajy o koMe pacripasJba.

Iopehemwe Tepryaujanosor omuca us De cor. mil. 15.3—4 ca ocrauyrmMa MUTpau-
CTHUYKe UKOHOTpadyje HaBOAH Ha IOMHCAO0 Jia OU HeroB U3BelITaj MOrao OUTH Be-
pozocrojan. OBaj macyc ce TpagUIIMOHAIHO IIOPEAHU ca AeTUMUIHO O9yBaHUM (pe-
ckama mutpeja Canra Mapuja Kanya Berepe (Santa Maria Capua Vetere — SMCV)
Y IIPUKA30M ca KyJATHOT Kparepa us Majuua." Kaga nopeaumo TeprynujaHoB usBe-
IITaj ca MUTPAUCTUYKOM UKOHOrpa(dujoM, IMaMo Ha yMy Aia IPUKa3aHe ClieHe He
Mopajy IpeACcTaB/baTi TauyHy CIUKY oApeljeHor gea 0dpesa, Beh Mory ciry:kuTH za
IIpeHeCy y4eCHUIMIMA MICTEPHja HeKa YUetha U IIPUHITHIE 3HaYajHe 3a [T0jefuHaY-
He puryase. He tpeda, meljyytum, sanemapuBaru cinunoctu usmel)y nukoxorpagu-
je 1 IMTepapHUX M3BOPA, KaZla OHe mocToje. 350r Tora He TBpPAUMO Aa oapelhena
(pecka npuxasyje odpes onucan xog TepTyiujana, Beh fa ce Moxe ca BHMe I10-
Be3arH, Zia TIoCeAyje CIMIHe eJeMeHTe, PEHOCH UCTY aTMOoCc(epy U TOMe CITUIHO.
Ha ¢peckama u3 Kanye moxe ce BUzeTH Bullle ClieHa y KOjUMa y4ecTBYjy jeqHa
obHaxkeHa U jezHa win aBe ogeBeHe ¢urype. To cy, de3 cBake cyMibe, IpUKa3u
IIPUIIZHHKA KyJITa Y PUTYaTHUM OKOTHOCTUMA. Hekonuko sajeHYKIX 0codbuHa
OBUX CLIEHA FOBOPU y IPHJIOT TyMavery IPUKa3aHUX CUTyaldja Kao odpesa HHU-
nujanuje. OSHaXKeHN MYLIKapal IPUKas3aH je MambUM Of OfIeBEHMUX, IIITO yKasyje
HAa IEeroB HIDKM cTaTyc. Iberos crac u odHaxkeHocT Meljy ogeBeHMMa MOTy ce Ty-
MAauUTH 1 K0 YTPOXKEHOCT, PAbUBOCT WU YHILKEhe TOKOM IIPUKa3aHUX PUTyasIa

'° Mucrepuje MuTpe ce HasHMBajy MUMOM U TIOpeze ca riyMoM Koz, Xeremounuja (Heg Acta Arch. 40)
u [Iceyzo-Am6posuja ([Ambr.] Quaest. 114.11).
" 3a KpaTax Ipervief TyMauerha OBUX CLieHa B. BELAYCHE 2021.
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(ALVAR 2008, 372). OBO, Ka0 1 HeroBa IacHBHA Y/IOra Ha CBUM CLieHaMa, HaBo/e Ha
IIOMHCA0 Ja je y nuTamwy HHUIMjaHy. OfeBeHH MyIIKapLIy MOTy OUTH MUCTAror 1
HEKH JPYTU YYECHUK 00pesa, MOXK/Ja MUTPAUCTHYKY OTaL| Wiu Xeanogpom.'” Tako
ce Ha JIeCHOM 3UZly MUTpeja BUAY IPUKa3 OOHaKEHOT YOBEKa IOBE3aHHUX OYUjy.
Pyke cy my cBesaHe u3a jiel)a, a omeBeHn Mucr ra rypa Hanpes, (VERMASEREN 1971,
fig. XXI.). HaxoH oBe cijeHe Hanase ce mpukasu Koju nozacehajy na TeprynujaHos
OITUC BOJHUKOBE HHULIMjallHje — 0OHaKEHU MUCT KJIEUYH, JOK MY OZieBEHU IIPUHOCH
HejacaH u3gyxeH npeameT. Ha rcroj crpanu MUTpeja BUAM ce KaKO 0OHAXKEHOM
MUCTY oZieBeHa (HUTYypa Ap:KU PyKe U3HAZ IVIaBe, aId HHUje jaCHO HOCH JIM HelITO
y wuma (VERMASEREN 1971, fig. XXII u XXV). Kyaruu cyz us Majuija mpukasyje
BHUIIIE CIIeHa, 07 KOjUX ce jeZiHa MOKe YIOpeJUTH ca ITPUKa3uMa MHULYjalyje 13
murtpeja SMCV. Ha 10j ce Halase y4eCHHUIIM TIO3HATH U3 ONMCAHUX (Ppecaka — 05-
HaskeHa ()Urypa IIOHOBO je 3Ha4ajHO Marba Off OZleBEeHMX, a Hasla3u ce uaMelyy mux.
AKO mocMaTpaMo KOMIIO3MIIMjY C JieBa Ha JeCHO, IpBa O, TPU (urype JMueMm je
OKpEHyTa 0OHa)XEHOM U OJalluIbe CTpesTy Ha mera. OOHakeHUM MUCT, OKPEHYT Ka
CTpeJILy, 3aK/Iama ulle pykama. Purypa nsa odHaxeHor cToju pyxeHe pyke. OBa
cueHa Haszusa ce Ouesum lafjarwem vnu Heuuitiom xpadpociiu (BECK 2000, 149; AL-
VAR 2008, 372 fig. 5). Kaga ce roBopu 0 oBakBUM clieHaMa, Tpeda MMaTU y BUAY
KpatKy npumezndy us Komogosor :xuBoTonuca y okBupy Iapcke dosecitiu — Kao
jemHo on KomozoBux Hezena HABOAM ce 7ia je YKa/bao MUTPAUCTUUKe MHUCTepHje
[IpaBUM YOUCTBOM, YIIPKOC 00M4ajy a ce y ’uMa crpawHu goraljaju camo riyme.'
Ykosuko, MeljyTHM, IOHOBO IOIVIeZaMO UKOHOTpa()cKe Tparose, onpasgaHo hemo
MOMHUC/IUTH J]a Cy MHULIMjaHAU MOIJIM JOKUB/baBaTH PUTYyasie Kao CTpallHe U Oma-
CHe, MaKO HUCY OMJIM 3aMCTa yrpoxeHU (ALVAR 2008, 372).'4

Tepryaujan nomume MHULMjalMjy y YMH BOjHUKA HA jOLI jeAHOM MECTY, TAe Ha-
POYMTO HaIVIAllIaBa MOBE3aHOCT f)aBoJbeT OIOHANIAbA U NTOjeJMHAYHIX araHCKUX
odpeza. Y meny O apuiogopy upotius jepewiuxa, Teprynujan caBetyje xpumhane
KaKo /ja youe jepeTH4Ke M HeBepDHUYKe apryMeHTe, Aajyhu npumepe npaBuiHOr
pacrpas/bama ca TakBUM caropopHuuuma. OH cMaTpa ia jepeTULIM MOTy TpeBapu-
T xpumhate cBojum fodpum nosHasaweM Cseror IucMa, Ha Koje, KaKko Bepyje
TeprynujaH, HeMajy IpaBa, 3aTo LITO UM je AajseKa UCTHHCKA Bepa (De praescr. haer.
14.14). OcuM jepetuka, TepTynujaH y 0BOM JeJly IHIIE U O IPUTBOPCTBY fhaBosa —

' Ped heliodromus Mo3Ke ce TYMa4UTH Kao CyHue8 mpKad, ali 03Ha4aBa U MUTCKY IITHILY KOja IIpaTh
Kperase cyHIja 1o He6y (CHALUPA 2008, 187).

'® SHA, Comm g Sacra Mithriaca homicidio vero polluit, cum illic aliquid ad speciem timoris vel dici
vel fingi soleat.

'* Moryhe je nmpumeTnTH Aa HEKM M3BOPU TOBOpE O JEJI0BMMA MHULMjalMje KOjU He USIIEAAjy
TpaymMaTHuHO (BELAYCHE 2021, 23), monyT ITopdupujeBux momMumama MeJia y MHUIMjalHjH JlaBa 1
Ilepcujanna (Porph. De antr. nymph. 15-16). OBo je, melytrm, 6e3HauajHa mpumes6a, ¢ 063MPOM Ha
To ia ITopdupujesu mogamy He roBOpe 0 OKOJTHOCTHMA Y KOjUMa Ce OAUTPaBajy PUTYaIu Ca MeZioM,
Beh cy oapas ITopdupujese Hamepe za yKarke Ha yHUBep3aJaH 3HAa4aj Iuesia U MeJa.
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jepecu, Kao ¥ ImaraHCKY Ky/ITOBH, HAacTajy Kao haBospa nmuranuja xpumrhatcrsa,
mokywaj ga ce xpumrhanu oABeAy ca npasor myra. OBy TeopHjy 3aTHM HIYCTPY-
je mpumepuMa cau4HOCTH ofipel)eHnx maraHckux u xpumhaHcKux odpega. ¥ Tom
KOHTEKCTY IIOMHI>e HEKOIUKO MUTPAUCTUYKUX PUTyaIa:

Sed quaeritur, a quo intellectus intervertatur eorum quae ad haereses fa-
ciant? A diabolo scilicet, cuius sunt partes intervertendi veritatem qui ipsas
quoque res sacramentorum divinorum idolorum mysteriis aemulatur. Tingit
et ipse quosdam utique credentes et fideles suos; expositionem delictorum
de lavacro repromittit, et si adhuc memini Mithrae, signat illic in frontibus
milites suos. Celebrat et panis oblationem et imaginem resurrectionis indu-
cit et sub gladio redimit coronam. (De praescr. haeret. 151-5).

ITocrassba ce MuTare KO H300/IM4aBa CMUCA0 OHOTa LITO OTOAYje jepecuma.
‘baBo, pasyme ce, KojeM je CBOjCTBEHO Jla BUTOIIEPH MCTHHY, KOjU U caMe
cBeTe TajHe ONOHAIIa MHUCTepHjamMa uzoJja. Ml oH ypama CBOje BepHUKE U
MOKJIOHUKE; HYAU 0C1000]jerbe 07 rpexoBa IyTeM KyIlarba, a KO Ce jOLI YBeK
ceham MuTtpe, oH y THM 00pesyMa CTaB/ba 3HAK Ha Yesa CBOjUX BOjHUKA.
CraBY ¥ IpHHOLIIEb€ X71€0a, YBOAU CIUKY BACKPCEHba U [0, Ma4eM 3a7,051ja
BeHall,

He mosxe ce ca curyproihy TBpAUTH KOjU Of IOMEHYTHX €JIeMEHATa Ce OHOCe
Ha MuCTepuje Murpe. JacHo je ga ypamare BOjHUKA U BeHal| Ha Mady Tpeda Io-
Be3aTH ca MUTPaU3MOM, a/I4 HUje jaCHO Tpeda JIM MCTOj TPaJULIUj1 IPUIHCATH 1
[IpUHOIIEE XJIeda U yBoljere CIMKe BaCKPCema, MOLITO Ce CYyDjeKTOM MOry cMa-
tpati 1 Murpa u haBo (BESKOW 1994, 55)."° C 063upom Ha TO Aa ce 3as00ujare
BeH1a,"® HECYMbHBO [Ie0 MUTPau3Ma, IOMHUIbE HAKOH 00pe/ia ca X1eD0M U CIUKOM
BAaCKpCea, II0CTOjU MOIyhHOCT fia Cy CBa TPU PUTyasHA MOCTYIKA OHIM MHUTpa-
HCTHYKH. YKOJIHUKO je TaKo, OBJie ce IIOMHIEY YeTUPHU eJleMeHTa MUTPau3Ma, oja-
OpaHa Ha OCHOBY HHXOBe IOBPIIMHCKE CIMYHOCTU ca XpUITNaHCKUM 0OpesuMa.
Teprynujan, melyTim, cBe moMeHyTe 0Opezie HABOAY PaAU IPUKA3HBalba HUXOBE
¢dopwme, Hato npenasehu ox hasosa Ha MuTpy, a kacHHUje u Ha Jynurepa. JacHo
je Ja 3a ayTopa HHCY 3HaYajHe peasvje ofadpaHuX KyJITOBA, jep Ce CBE IIOMEHyTe
IojaBe MpeCTaB/bajy Kao fiesia jefJHOr BUHOBHUKA, )aBosia. 360r Tora Tpeba duru
pesepBUCaH Kazia ce 00peAu ca XJIed0M U BaCKPCEHheM II0Be3Yjy Ca MUTPau3MOM.

Moske ce IpeTIIOCTaBUTH fia 3a7l00Mjare BeHIla Ha Mady, Koje Ipero3HajeMo
us onuca y De cor. mil. 15.3—4, mpunaza ucToM odpey Kao U 03HayaBarbe uesia Boj-
HMKa. /[pyruM pedrMa, IOCTyNaK Koju TepTynnjaH HACTOjU Ja yIopeau ca MUPO-
IOMa3amkeM MOKe OMTH Jie0 BOjHUKOBe MHuIMjanuje. [lpuHomene xeda o Kome

' Hapezne TepTy/ujaHOBe pedeHMIIe CACBHM Ce CUTYPHO He ofHoce Ha Mutpy, Beh Ha Jymurepa u
hasoua. 3aro ux oae He HaBOAMMO.
® 0 rymauemy dpase sub gladio redimit coronam 8. BESKOW 1994, 57.
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Cce OBJie TOBOPH, YKOJIMKO Ce PaJji 0 MUTPAYKOM 0OpeJly, MOKe Ce IIOPeJJUTH ca
IOZaTKOM KOjH ITPEHOCH JycTuH My4ueHMK Kajia TOBOPH i Ce Y OKBUDY MHUIIMja-
Lyje ynorpedsbaBajy xied u Boga.'” OBaj mogarax Hekaza ce HOpeAn ca hpecKoM
y murpejy SMCV, koja mpukasyje odHaxeHy (pUrypy Ha KOJleHHMa, Ca 4auloM Y
pyxama. ITopez e Hanmasu ce obao npeaMer Hamuk xaedy (VERMASEREN 1971, fig.
XXVIII).® Huje jacHo Ha mTa 61 Ce OHOCHIA CTMKA BACKPCEHa Y MUTPaU3My —
Moxe duTH Ja je y nuTamy cueHa Murpune nerporeHese,”” anu je temko pehu
HEIITO BUILE O TOME.

Amnanunsa uxonorpackux ocraraxa, Tj. ppecaka us Kanye u Heauina xpadpo-
citiu, yKa3yjy Ha HaIJIallleHO MeCTO HeCIIOKOja U YaK cTpaxa y bapeM HeKUM Of, MH-
TPaUCTUYKUX 00pesa unuLjanuje. OBO ce HAPOUYUTO OYUTYj€ Y HOTUUHEHOM II0-
JIO}Kajy TeJla MHULIMjaH/a, HeroBOoj OOHaKeHOCTH U HeKa/ja CBe3aHMM pyKaMa HJIH
ounma. Jlpyru xpunrhancky ayTopu peHoce IMoAaTKe KOjU ce Takolje Mory mocma-
TpaTH y OBaKBOM cBeT/Ty. IbuxoBu u3BemTaju 3HauajHO ce pasaukyjy of Tepry-
JIMjaHOBOT — jaCHMje yKa3yjy Ha eJleMeHTe TeJleCHe NaTe, aJyu HUKaja He IOMHU-
Iy HaIlOpe AyLIe KOju HHULIMjaHAa foBoge o nogsura. Hacrojehu ga cmeje mu-
tpausawm, [Iceyn0-AMOposHje Ha3uBa MUTPAUCTUYKe 00pese IyMaTameM y nehu-
HH, aly MOMME-€ U TIOCTYIIKEe KOjU YKasyjy Ha TeJecHe IaTke, IONyT Be3suBama
ounjy u pyky.>° Uecro je 1 mpeTepaHo HaIallaBaibe CYPOBOCTA MUTPAUCTUUKUX
0dpeza, Koje IIpesaje caMo oAbIecak OHOTa LIITO Ce Y CTBAPHOCTH MOIVIO JieIaBaTH.
I'puropuje Hasujancku HaBoAM HU3 CYpOBHX NaraHcKux nocrynaxa (Greg. Naz. Or.
4.70), mel)y kojuma cy u myke y mutpausmy (Bdoavot xai xadaelg). OH Takolje mope-
Au cTpazame Mapka ApeTycKOT ca MUTpauCTUYKuM puryatuma.” Tpaguiuja osa-
KBOT IMCala 0 MUTPanu3My HacTaB/ba Ce M Y KACHHUjOj TUTepaTypH, Tje ce TIOHeKaf,
IpeHoce ancypgHe TBpabe. JJodap npumep cy npumendbe Coxpara CxosacTHka,
Koju nuite fia je y AsiekcaHzpuju npoHaleHa MacoOBHA TPOOHUIIA MUTPAUCTHYKHUX
xprasa (Socrates, Hist. eccl. 3.2), unu Ilceyno-HoHoBa TBpAmba ja MUTPAUCTUIKH
VHUIUjaHAN IOZHOCe ocaMAeceT CypoBux uckyuremwa ([Nonnus], Ad Or. 4.47).

' Justin, Apol. 1.66 811 yap dptog xai mothprov Batog Tibetat &v Tords Tod puoupévou TeEheTals petT EMASYwY

2

TVQW, 1) €miotacde, 1) pabelv dbvaade.

¥ Tocroje pas/mmunTa MHNUBERwA O TYMauersy JyCTHHOBOT IHTATA — MOXKE CE PA3yMETH Kao /Ie0
jenHor o0pefa MHHIMjauMje WIM KA0 MHUTPAHCTHYKA rosba, jesaH Of TPHU yHUBEp3aIHA CTyOa
MHUTpausMa (CLAUSS 2001, 113; ALVAR 2008, 354; GORDON 2016, 217).

" Jeman ox Hajuemhux mMoTuBa MuTpaucrHuke MKOHOrpaduje. Ilpukasyje MuTpy kao gere wix
miaguha kako ce palja us crene, gpxehu 6axpy 1 mad.

** [Ambr.] Quaest. n14.11 Illud autem quale est quod in spelaeo velatis oculis inluduntur? Ne enim
horreant turpiter dehonestari se, oculi illis velantur. Alii autem sicut aves alas percutiunt vocem
coracis imitantes; alteri vero leonum more fremunt; alii autem ligatis manibus intestinis pullinis
proiciuntur super foveas aqua plenas accedente quodam cum gladio et inrumpente intestina supra
dicta, qui se liberatorem appellet.

* Greg. Naz. Or. 4.89 elhxeto Sid mhateldyv, GBeito xaf’ Hrrovdpwy, Thv Tpiy@v ellxeto, odx Eotv STou 1)
uépoug Tod ompatos, uryvupéwg Tf aixia e BBpews mapd @V dEing év Mibpov Tadta xodalopévey.
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Yurajyhu TepTyujaHOB OIMC MUTPaUCTUYKe HHULMjALIMje ca CTaHOBHIITA fa-
BOJbET ITOJpakaBamba, IpuMenyjeMo HeoOMYaH IPUCTYI TPAyMaTHYHUM J0KHB/ba-
jUMa M JIMYHOM IOABUTY ¥ 0dpeanma npesasa. IIpe cBera, TepTyiujaH yriaBHOM
HEeyTPaJHO MpernpuyaBa pefocaes MOCTyNaka y OKBUPY MHMIIMjalldje BOjHMKA, [0~
majyhu camo ycryrHy npumezndy o haBosem omonammawy mydenuurrsa. Fberosa
noyka, Meljyrum, cacBuM je apyrauuja. TepTyaujaH HpeJcTaB/ba HOLBUT BOjHUKA,
KOjU CBaKaKO ITPOUCTHYE U3 TelIKoha TOKOM MHHLIUjaluje, Kao 3HaK HeroBor IOT-
nyHor nocsehema haBosry u Hapouuto nogao suz haBosbe 3aMKe — TO je HAYMH Ja ce
TOKajKe /1a ¥ ITaraHy, y 0BOM CJIy4ajy MUTPauCTH, TOCeAyjy BPJIMHY U IIOCTOjaHOCT,
Kako du Heynyhenu y haBosbe 31e HayMe IOMUC/IMIY /ja CY NTATaHCKA BEpOBamba
WCTUHCKA U J0dpa U IPUBOJIEIN UM ce. 300r Tora je HapOYUTO 3aHUMJBHUBO YIIO-
peautn TeprynujaHoBe mpUCTyIe MOABATY MUTPHHOT BOjHMKA Ca MOYETKa U ca
Kpaja rnacyca. AyTop IOMU€ BOJHUKOB IIOJBUT HajIIpe paju IMOKyAe, a IOTOM Kao
ynosopeme xpuihanuma — BojHUK MuTpe, jaBo/b1 HOKIOHHK, MHOTO Ce BUIIIE OF
BHX nocsehyje Bepu y cBora rocrogapa, ajay je oIacHO JUBHTH My ce U MHCIIU-
TH Ja je 300r erose nocBeleHOCTH TakaB Ky/IT UIITa BHLIE 0f fjaBobe obMaHe.
TepTynujan He odjaurmaBa ydecTByje JIM BOjHUK Y JaBo/beM IOZpaxaBarmy WIH je
U OH merosa xpTBa. C 003UPOM Ha TO Zja Ce BOjHUK IPUKa3yje Ka0 MHHULIMjaHJ
KOjH 3aHCTa IIPoJIasy HelpujaTHe goraljaje u Jokasyje HEIIOKOJIED/BUBOCT Y BePH,
MO3KEMO IIPeTIOCTaBUTH Ja je 3a TepTynujana u oH mogjerao saMKaMa JyKaBora,
ozabpaBIuy MUTpan3aMm ymecTo xpuurhaHcTsa.
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Personal Anguish in Rites of Passage as the Devil's
Trickery. Tertullian and Mithraism

Abstract: Unlike many early-Christian authors writing on Mithraism, Justin the
Philosopher and Tertullian interpret this mystery cult through the lens of imitatio
diabolica. This theory postulates that paganism originated as a result of the devil’s
attempt to replicate different aspects of Christianity, creating its more appealing
replica and attracting those who could not detect the devil’s ploy. Justin the
Philosopher perceives imitatio diabolica as a diabolic effort to fashion false
realizations of Old-Testament prophecies, while Tertullian focuses on a more
ritualistic aspect of the devil’s imitation. In a passage of the treatise De corona
militis, Tertullian describes the initiation of a Mithraist into the grade of miles.
This depiction is traditionally compared to the remnants of Mithraic iconography
from Capua and Mainz. These depictions hint at the importance of hierarchy and
the sense of an initiand’s vulnerability in these rituals. Unlike other early-Christian
authors, eagerly highlighting the existence of formidable trials in Mithraism,
Tertullian views and the feat of the Mithraic miles as a way to reprimand less
adamant Christians and to warn them of the illusive virtues of the devil’s followers.
Keywords: Mithraism, initiation, imitatio diabolica, Christian interpretation, rite of
passage.
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